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Budget Issues for Applications to 
RGC’s Competitive Research 
Funding Schemes, 2020-21



General – Important Notes

• Itemize and provide breakdown for each budget item

• Provide detailed justification for each budget item

• Provide price quotation for an item costing above HK$200,000

• Budget contingency/miscellaneous costs for sundry items and 

expenses arising from unpredictable circumstances
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General - Non-permissible items
• Salary and honorarium for PC, PI, Co-PIs, Co-Is and any academics from local 

UGC-funded and self-financed institutions

• Regular operational costs 
 Building/renovation/construction work, stationery, reference books, postage, fax, 

overseas telephone charges, etc

• Standard equipment 
 desktop PCs, servers, laptop computers, printers, scanners, etc

• Personal electronic devices 
 cell phones, smartphones, tablet computers, iPod, iPad, digital cameras/video 

recorders, etc

• Standard software/software licence

• Insurance and personal expenses for overseas travel by staff as well as 
incoming visits by overseas speakers 

• [For IIDS] Venue charges for event hosted in SYU; research or administrative 
support staff 
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General – Internal Guidelines for Budgeting 
Staff Costs (https://ro.hksyu.edu/en/resources.php?cate=7&page=4)

Notes: IIDS projects are only allowed to recruit hourly rate student helpers for event 
assistance.  
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Rank Salary Rate (HKD)

Full-time Research Assistant $23,490/month + 5% MPF 
(Rate for part-time = $11,745 + 5% 
MPF)

Full-time Senior Research Assistant  (not 
recommended for hiring by RGC)

$37,690/month + 5% MPF

Full-time Post-doctoral Fellow $42,000/month + 5% MPF

Student Helper / Student Research Assistant $55/hour

[For FDS only] UG Students under “Provision of 
Research Experience for Undergraduate Students” 
Scheme

$2,500 per month x a max. of 10 
months

Relief Teacher 
(at a rank lower or equivalent to that of PC/PI/Co-
PI)

[For a 3-credit course]
$9,000/month x 5 months = 
$45,000 

https://ro.hksyu.edu/en/resources.php?cate=7&page=4


Budget Sample for 
Faculty Development Scheme (FDS) and

Institutional Development Scheme 
Collaborative Research Grant (IDS(CRG))
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Notes: 
The items and figures suggested in the sample are for reference only. Please take into 
account various factors e.g. project size, scopes/complexity/location of fieldwork, etc., 
when you prepare your own budget.
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Budget Sample for 
Inter-Institutional Development Scheme 

(IIDS)
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Notes: 
The items and figures suggested in the sample are for reference only. Please 
take into account various factors e.g. location of the event, number of 
participants, reputation of speakers, etc., when you prepare your own budget.
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Reminder: Internal Timeline 
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Remarks: 
Apart from the initial proposal review stage, the full proposals shall be submitted to Research Office 
(ro@hksyu.edu) in Word format by the corresponding deadline. 

Task Deadline

Submission of initial FDS proposals to HoDs/AVP 4 December 2019

Submission of full IIDS and IDS(CRG) proposals for URC’s 
approval

13 January 2020

(University’s Lunar New Year Holiday: 24 January to 31 January 2020)

• Submission of full FDS proposals for AAVP(UR)’s approval

• Submission of revised IIDS and IDS(CRG) proposals which 
were endorsed by URC

1 February 2020

(Proposals received by 1 Feb 2020 will be sent 
out for copy-editing. If colleagues do not need 
the copy-editing services, they can submit the 

proposals a few days later.)

Submission of Final FDS, IIDS and IDS(CRG) proposals for final 
format & budget checking and institutional endorsement

17 February 2020

Application materials for ethical approval for projects 
involving human subjects

10 April 2020

mailto:ro@hksyu.edu


Useful Links

• Research Office’s website

• HKSYU’s internal timeline for submitting and reviewing proposals: 

https://ro.hksyu.edu/en/resources.php?cate=6&page=2

• Guidelines for budgeting staff costs in RGC’s CRFS 2020/21: 

https://ro.hksyu.edu/en/resources.php?cate=7&page=4

• Sample budgets: 

https://ro.hksyu.edu/en/resources.php?cate=6&page=2

• Sample proposals of previous successful applications: 

https://ro.hksyu.edu/en/resources.php?cate=16
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https://ro.hksyu.edu/en/resources.php?cate=6&page=2
https://ro.hksyu.edu/en/resources.php?cate=7&page=4
https://ro.hksyu.edu/en/resources.php?cate=6&page=2
https://ro.hksyu.edu/en/resources.php?cate=16
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THANK YOU.
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